
                                                   Parish Council Minutes 

      June 17, 2021 

           Holy Spirit Ministry Center 

Present:  Bob Ostrowski, Paul Peterson (Chair), Jim Haine, Nicole Smith, Vern Schroth, Father Steve, 

Ginny Williams, Rick Letto, Dave Rosenthal, Steve Bergin, Bill Fehrenbach, Katy Czerwinski, Joanna 

Slattery, Susan Zach (secretary) 

Excused:  Chet Przybylski, Sandy Retzki, Imelda Horvath 

I.  6:40 pm   Opening Prayer – Father Steve 

II. Thank outgoing members, Ginny Williams and Bill Fehrenbach 

Welcome new members, Steve Bergin and Jim Haine 

Welcome also to the baby Slattery twins, Frankie and William, who attended with their 

mother, Joanna 

III. May Minutes approved as written 

IV. Discussion of the book, Divine Renovation, by Father James Mallon, Chapter 1 

Section on the lifeboats during the sinking of the Titanic, a metaphor for our day (Fr. Steve) 

Identity crises in our church – discussions of this on social media (Joanna) 

In the past, we obeyed the rules to be a good Catholic v. today, where we are more aware 

that we are called to spread the good news and to “go make apostles” (Dave) 

Demands to shorten sermons and Mass relate to a “maintenance” church approach 

Young people who have left the church – what are they looking for in today’s church? 

(Ginny) 

Our society has changed drastically, so that there are no longer the “cultural props” calling 

people to attend church – p. 21. Guilt doesn’t have the weight it used to have (Bob) 

“Obligation” to go to Mass again on Sundays just now reinstated by our bishop (Dave) 

The “obligation” approach is a flawed approach. A much more positive approach is 

encouraged by the Alpha program (Steve B.) 

The greatest problem facing the Catholic church now is the church’s position on women (Jim 

H.) Women make up half the demographic and should be allowed more substantial roles in 

the church (Katy) 

Just as in businesses and companies work better when there is diversity and inclusion, so 

does the church (Dave) 

Shall Holy Spirit parish seek to do more to empower women? (Fr. Steve) 

Sister Carlene ran St. Stan’s for a time while we were without a priest, and she did an 

excellent job (Bob) 

Important for children to hear stories from parents and grandparents about the times when 

the Holy Spirit came into their lives (Dave) 

University students often join Point Catholic and our parish to find community (Katy) 

Children are either “churched” or not at a young age (14 years), research has found. Some 

children are interested in other denominations where kids are very involved with peers and 

others in the life of the church (Nicole) 



Life has changed, with so many stressors on young people today. Some find that church has 

no meaning, no purpose (Vern) 

It would be a good idea for Parish Council members to set aside time for an afternoon 

retreat in order to spend more time on the issues raised in this book (Fr. Steve) 

 

V. Final Approval of Budget for 2021 – 2022 

This is a “bare bones” operational budget for the year ahead. For now, it leaves out requests 

by the parish committees for funds for new efforts to grow our ministries. The Financial 

Stewardship Committee will be looking into ways to grow our budget in the years ahead so 

that we can move forward with these “dreams.” 

 

The Diocesan Appeal is not included in this budget. 

 

The new fiscal year budget comes in with a slightly negative balance of - $ 3,639.00. In an 

ideal budget, income = expenses, but we have not seen this for the past two years. This 

relatively small deficit will be made up as the year progresses.  

A 2% inflation rate was included in the new budget calculations. Decision on the forgiveness 

of our Covid-19 PPP loan is supposed to come in soon; since the parish used the money to 

pay salaries, as was recommended, the loan should be forgiven. 

 

The finalized budget will be ready in July. 

VI. Prioritizing Committee Wish Lists – Tabled 

Council members felt that we need to put these wishes on hold for now since we are 

starting with a “bare bones” budget and just getting back to a more normal parish life after 

the Covid restrictions. 

If we see that month-to-month we have a consistent surplus, we can begin to prioritize 

efforts to grow our ministries. 

We should not dip into savings (about $ 100,000.) at this time to grant committee requests 

(Vern). But what is this money for if it is not to grow our parish in the works of the Holy 

Spirit? (Dave) This savings is our “cushion” (Vern). 

 

VII. New business 

Short discussion on need for a “sheltering in place plan” should a severe storm or tornado 

occur during Mass or other parish events (Susan). The parish already has an evacuation plan 

should a fire occur. Father Steve will direct staff to come up with a plan, and the Sacred 

Worship Committee will then instruct ushers in these two policies. 

 

VIII. Future Meetings 

August 7, 2021 – Parish Council retreat at the Ministry Center, 10 am – 3 pm, to allow more 

time for discussion of the book, Divine Renovation.  

 

August 19, 2021 – Joint meeting of Parish Council and Finance Council, 6:30 pm 

 

IX. Closing Prayer (Deacon Rick) and Adjourn 8:10 pm 


